
Table B-142.  Graduate students in science and engineering fields in research II institutions,

by detailed field: 1992-1999

Field 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

...............Total, science and engineering fields 51,587 51,706 50,317 48,733 47,361 45,928 45,844 45,472

.................................................Sciences, total 35,201 35,510 34,978 34,410 33,829 32,496 32,542 32,031

.................................Physical sciences, total 4,509 4,469 4,328 4,165 4,021 3,899 3,773 3,681
...................................................Astronomy 72 66 65 62 59 55 55 55

....................................................Chemistry 2,602 2,625 2,541 2,494 2,479 2,416 2,330 2,236
........................................................Physics 1,806 1,741 1,675 1,561 1,447 1,393 1,349 1,343

.............................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 29 37 47 48 36 35 39 47

..................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 1,998 2,013 2,051 2,001 1,892 1,827 1,760 1,821
.................................Atmospheric sciences 193 182 193 179 189 185 165 148

...............................................Geosciences 1,158 1,153 1,135 1,103 1,062 1,064 978 1,036
.............................................Oceanography 391 400 435 433 376 356 383 411

..............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 256 278 288 286 265 222 234 226

..................................Mathematical sciences 2,641 2,507 2,414 2,230 2,101 1,900 1,849 1,700

.......................................Computer sciences 3,607 3,612 3,420 3,278 3,540 2,942 3,103 3,618

.....................................Agricultural sciences 2,194 2,184 2,209 2,292 2,090 2,122 2,249 2,303

...............................Biological sciences, total 5,520 5,628 5,793 5,821 5,658 5,710 5,650 5,474
......................................................Anatomy 86 89 99 104 98 88 79 78

................................................Biochemistry 503 507 522 536 496 506 538 514
........................................................Biology 1,266 1,277 1,188 1,210 1,185 1,340 1,378 1,321

................................Biometry/epidemiology 161 158 212 222 232 243 234 235
...................................................Biophysics 27 25 25 24 21 20 19 24

.........................................................Botany 582 593 632 628 577 555 549 521
..................................................Cell biology 138 148 142 146 127 100 107 94

.......................................................Ecology 13 9 11 8 9 6 5 6
.............................Entomology/parasitology 202 217 215 230 226 222 228 232

......................................................Genetics 178 176 183 188 182 173 160 156
..............Microbio., immunology, & virology 439 447 427 404 398 374 332 342

.......................................................Nutrition 468 435 490 516 557 586 604 554
....................................................Pathology 139 193 238 205 220 259 192 187

.............................................Pharmacology 169 184 193 182 178 161 161 162
...................................................Physiology 116 119 128 133 118 113 134 128

.......................................................Zoology 692 693 682 671 639 561 530 498
......................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 341 358 406 414 395 403 400 422

....................................................Psychology 4,739 4,631 4,506 4,545 4,348 4,212 4,295 3,990

....................................Social sciences, total 9,993 10,466 10,257 10,078 10,179 9,884 9,863 9,444
................................Agricultural economics 453 475 443 451 416 430 426 441

..................Anthropology (cultural & social) 742 829 876 950 982 936 972 910
..................Economics (except agricultural) 1,659 1,654 1,576 1,559 1,461 1,374 1,298 1,196

..................................................Geography 576 613 615 603 620 596 640 560
...................................................Linguistics 293 302 334 272 274 340 350 250

...........................................Political science 3,627 3,884 3,748 3,528 3,280 3,053 2,964 3,012
.....................................................Sociology 966 1,016 979 1,022 1,022 1,007 1,015 945

...............................Sociology/anthropology 187 127 134 139 157 156 144 125
.................................Social sciences, n.e.c. 1,490 1,566 1,552 1,554 1,967 1,992 2,054 2,005

............................................Engineering, total 16,386 16,196 15,339 14,323 13,532 13,432 13,302 13,441
.................................Aerospace engineering 304 279 254 238 242 228 228 382
................................Agricultural engineering 164 142 156 143 150 126 126 128
.................................Biomedical engineering 146 150 133 145 123 127 151 142

...................................Chemical engineering 1,442 1,453 1,281 1,288 1,280 1,193 1,216 1,186
...........................................Civil engineering 3,034 3,041 3,087 2,839 2,621 2,359 2,229 2,297

....................................Electrical engineering 5,068 4,906 4,493 4,046 3,865 4,227 4,310 4,043
......................................Engineering science 326 322 302 293 274 246 245 240

........................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 2,659 2,789 2,460 2,364 1,885 1,777 1,701 1,225
................................Mechanical engineering 2,277 2,219 2,196 1,958 1,733 1,922 1,690 1,652

..........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 564 490 538 504 512 487 484 474
......................................Nuclear engineering 69 71 67 61 26 0 2 2

........................................Engineering, n.e.c. 333 334 372 444 821 740 920 1,670

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science 
and Engineering 


